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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 April 2005 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 1 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-35 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This amendment filed on 04/04/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,523,942 (TYLER ET AL). 

As for Claim 1, TYLER discloses a computer implemented method for managing, 
comprising the steps of: 

a) providing venture information from the venture company pertaining to the venture 
company. With regards to from the venture company , TYLER teaches the 
calculations that are performed must also provide information about the policy as 
a whole (including all the riders) and about the riders individually would read over 
the teaching out providing venture information from the venture company 
pertaining to the venture company {Column 53 Lines 3-4}. The insurance 
company would act as the venture company and provides the policy information 
(venture information) relating to the company. 
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b) entering the information into a database {Column 5, Lines 63-65, wherein this 
reads over "entering the information on the design grid is usually an insurance 
company or an administrative support person"}; and 

c) querying a row of the database to provide a single record of relationship 
information pertaining to the company even if the single record of relationship 
information is not located in a specified row and column of the database. TYLER 
teaches the design grid can be a matrix of rows and columns that conditionally 
appear based on the type of product and component data entered would read 
over querying a row of the database to provide a single record of a relationship 
information pertaining to the venture company even if the single record of 
relationship information is not located in a specified row and column of the 
database {Column 5, Lines 63-65}. Each policy in would be the venture 
information that has a relationship with the venture company stored in the 
database. 

wherein the venture company comprises a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity . TYLER teaches new products are 
added to an insurance company's product line (or if existing products are 
modified), the computer systems used to sell and process such products can not 
easily be modified for the new product would read over the venture company 
comprises a new business entity that is seeking a relationship with an existing 
business entity {Column 4, Lines 52-56}. Existing products (policy) modifies is 
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also similar to a venture information with a new business entity that is seeking a 

relationship with an existing business entity. 

As for Claim 2, TYLER discloses further comprising the steps of: 

d) providing scoring data based on the information {Column 5, Lines 37-39, wherein 
this reads over "accessing stored information, such as rates, performing the 
necessary calculations based on the request and returning the requested 
information to the user"}; and 

e) entering the scoring data in the database on the current rate {Column 5, Lines 
40-41, wherein this reads over "displaying policy level and component level 
information at both a "point in time" and over one or more time intervals"}. 

As for Claim 3, TYLER discloses wherein the information comprises a business 
plan {Column 5, Lines 46-50, wherein this reads over "the design grid identifies the 
information needed to design a policy for the user, presents choices for the user to 
select while the user is designing the policy, and enables the display of information 
related to the policy"}. 

As for Claim 4, TYLER discloses wherein: 

f) the each row of the matrix corresponds to a separate company {See Fig. 5, 
Element 204}, and 

g) each column of the matrix corresponds to a separate time interval {See Fig. 5, 
Element 205}. 

As for Claim 5, TYLER discloses further comprising the steps of: 
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h) duplicating the single record from a first column of the queried row to a second 
column of the queried row {See Fig. 5, Element 202}; and 

i) assigning an updated current date to the duplicated record {See Fig. 5, Element 
205}. 

As for Claim 6, TYLER discloses further comprising the step of generating 
reports pertaining to the company {See Fig. 2}. It appears that the report is referring to 
a proposal or information pertaining to the company. 

As for Claim 7, TYLER discloses further comprising the step of analyzing a 
relationship opportunity with the company with the following steps: 
j) identifying the relationship opportunity {Column 5, Lines 63-64, wherein this 

reads over "entering the information on the design grid"}. This step is referring to 

establishing an identity, 
k) screening the identified opportunity {Column 6, Lines 1-2, wherein this reads over 

"include the name, gender, age, predominate risk factors and state of 

residence"}; 

I) evaluating the screened opportunity to determine whether to enter into a 

business relationship with the company {Column 6, Line 5, wherein this reads 
over "required to generate a proposal"}; and 

m) deploying the business relationship if the opportunity was positively evaluated 
{Column 6, Lines 18-19, wherein this reads over "selections about a policy are 
made, different choices that result from these selections can be displayed"}. 
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As for Claim 8, TYLER discloses wherein the screening step comprises the step 

of: 

n) determining scoring data based on the information and wherein the evaluating 
step comprises the step of determining whether to enter into the business 
relationship based on the scoring data {Column 5, Lines 37-41, wherein this 
reads over "accessing stored information, such as rates, performing the 
necessary calculations based on the request and returning the requested 
information to the user, and displaying the policy level and component level 
information at both the "point in time" and over one or more time intervals"}. 
As for Claim 9, TYLER discloses the method for managing a relationship with a 

company, comprising the steps of: 

o) providing venture information from the venture company pertaining to the 

company, and providing scoring database on the information. With regards to 
from the venture company , TYLER teaches the calculations that are performed 
must also provide information about the policy as a whole (including all the 
riders) and about the riders individually would read over the teaching out 
providing venture information from the venture company pertaining to the venture 
company {Column 53 Lines 3-4}. The insurance company would act as the 
venture company and provides the policy information (venture information) 
relating to the company. 

p) entering the information and scoring data into a database having a column-row 
matrix of records, wherein the information and scoring data are entered on a 



Application/Control Number: 09/886,160 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3629 

current date {Column 5, Lines 63-65, wherein this reads over "entering the 
information on the design grid is usually an insurance company or an 
administrative support person"}; 
q) querying a row of the database to provide a single record of relationship 

information pertaining to the company even if the single record of relationship 
information is not located in a specified row and column of the database. TYLER 
teaches the design grid can be a matrix of rows and columns that conditionally 
appear based on the type of product and component data entered would read 
over querying a row of the database to provide a single record of a relationship 
information pertaining to the venture company even if the single record of 
relationship information is not located in a specified row and column of the 
database {Column 5, Lines 63-65}. Each policy in this case would be the venture 
information that has a relationship with the venture company stored in the 
database. 

r) duplicating a single record from a first column of the queried row to a second 

column of the queried row {See Fig. 5, Element 202}; and 
s) assigning an updated current date to the duplicated record {See Fig. 5, Element 

205}. 

wherein the venture company comprises a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity . TYLER teaches new products are 
added to an insurance company's product line (or if existing products are 
modified), the computer systems used to sell and process such products can not 
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easily be modified for the new product would read over the venture company 
comprises a new business entity that is seeking a relationship with an existing 
business entity {Column 4, Lines 52-56}. Existing products (policy) modifies is 
also similar to a venture information with a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity. 

As for Claim 10, TYLER discloses wherein the information comprises a business 
plan {Column 5, Lines 46-50, wherein this reads over "the design grid identifies the 
information needed to design a policy for the user, presents choices for the user to 
select while the user is designing the policy, and enables the display of information 
related to the policy"}. 

As for Claim 1 1 , TYLER discloses wherein the each row of the matrix 
corresponding to a separate company and wherein each column of the matrix 
corresponding to a separate time interval {Column 6, Lines 11-13, wherein this reads 
over "the design grid can be a matrix of rows and columns that conditionally appear 
based on the type of product and component data entered"}. 

As for Claim 12, which has the same limitations as in Claim 7, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 7. 

As for Claim 13, which has the same limitations as in Claim 8, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 8. 

As for Claim 14, TYLER discloses the method for analyzing a relationship 
opportunity with a venture company, comprising the steps of: 
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t) identifying a relationship opportunity with a company and obtaining information 
from the venture company about the company. With regards to from the venture 
company , TYLER teaches the calculations that are performed must also provide 
information about the policy as a whole (including all the riders) and about the 
riders individually would read over the teaching out providing venture information 
from the venture company pertaining to the venture company {Column 53 Lines 
3-4}. The insurance company would act as the venture company and provides 
the policy information (venture information) relating to the company. 

u) logging an identification status in a database {Column 5, Lines 63-65, wherein 
this reads over "entering the information on the design grid is usually an 
insurance company or an administrative support person"}; 

v) calculating scoring data based on the information {Column 5, Lines 37-39, 

wherein this reads over "accessing stored information, such as rates, performing 
the necessary calculations based on the request and returning the requested 
information to the user"}; 

w) logging a screening status in the database {Column 6, Lines 1-2, wherein this 

reads over "include the name, gender, age, predominate risk factors and state of 
residence"}; 

x) evaluating the scoring data to determine whether to form a business relationship 
with the company {Column 6, Line 5, wherein this reads over "required to 
generate a proposal"}; 
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y) logging an evaluation status in the database {Column 6, Lines 1-2, wherein this 
reads over "include the name, gender, age, predominate risk factors and state of 
residence"}; and 

z) deploying the business relationship if the scoring data was positively evaluated 
{Column 6, Lines 18-19, wherein this reads over "selections about a policy are 
made, different choices that result from these selections can be displayed"}. 
wherein the venture company comprises a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity . TYLER teaches new products are 
added to an insurance company's product line (or if existing products are 
modified), the computer systems used to sell and process such products can not 
easily be modified for the new product would read over the venture company 
comprises a new business entity that is seeking a relationship with an existing 
business entity {Column 4, Lines 52-56}. Existing products (policy) modifies is 
also similar to a venture information with a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity. 

As for Claim 15, TYLER discloses a system for managing a relationship with a 
company, comprising: 

aa) a process system for analyzing a relationship opportunity with a company 
{Column 2, Lines 34-35, wherein this reads over "the process that performs the 
information quote must access required rates"}; 

ab) a library system for providing library elements {See Fig. 10, Element 651}; and 
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ac) a view system for providing a plurality of views of the process, and the elements 
{See Fig. 10, Element 657}. 

wherein the venture company comprises a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity . TYLER teaches new products are 
added to an insurance company's product line (or if existing products are 
modified), the computer systems used to sell and process such products can not 
easily be modified for the new product would read over the venture company 
comprises a new business entity that is seeking a relationship with an existing 
business entity {Column 4, Lines 52-56}. Existing products (policy) modifies is 
also similar to a venture information with a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity. 

As for Claim 16, which has the same limitations as in Claim 12, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 12. 

As for Claim 17, TYLER discloses wherein the library system comprises: 

ad) a reference system for providing reference documentation {See Fig. 10, Element 
651}; 

ae) a template system for providing templates {See Fig. 10, Element 657}; and 

af) a screening tool system for providing information about the company {Column 6, 
Lines 42-46, wherein this reads over "the agent can use the design grid to 
experiment in creating proposals best suited for a client, and can easily jump 
between product types without having to reenter information"}. 



Application/Control Number: 09/886,160 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3629 

As for Claim 18, TYLER discloses further comprising a database system for 
managing relationship information corresponding to the process, wherein the database 
system comprises: 

ag) a database comprising a column-row matrix of records, wherein each row 
correspond to a separate company and each column corresponds to a separate 
time interval {Column 6, Lines 18-19, wherein this reads over "selections about a 
policy are made, different choices that result from these selections can be 
displayed"}. This policy would also be referring to a single company. 

ah) a row query system for querying a row of the matrix to provide a single record of 
relationship information corresponding to a particular venture company at a 
predetermined time interval even if the single record of relationship information is 
not located in a specified row and column of the database . TYLER teaches the 
design grid can be a matrix of rows and columns that conditionally appear based 
on the type of product and component data entered would read over querying a 
row of the database to provide a single record of a relationship information 
pertaining to the venture company even if the single record of relationship 
information is not located in a specified row and column of the database {Column 
5, Lines 63-65}. Each policy in this case would be the venture information that 
has a relationship with the venture company stored in the database. 

ai) a duplication system for duplicating a provided single record from a first column 
of a queried row to a second column of the queried row {See Fig. 5, Element 
202}; and 
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aj) a dating system for assigning an updated current date to a duplicated record 
{See Fig. 5, Element 205}. 

As for Claim 19, TYLER discloses wherein the view system further provides a 
plurality of views of the relationship information {Column 5, Lines 46-50, wherein this 
reads over "the design grid identifies the information needed to design a policy for the 
user, presents choices for the user to select while the user is designing the policy and 
enables the display of information related to the policy"}. 

As for Claim 20, TYLER discloses wherein the relationship information comprises 
status information {Column 6, Lines 43-46, wherein this reads over "the design grid to 
experiment in creating proposals best suited for the client, and can easily jump between 
product types without having to reenter information"}. 

As for Claim 21_, which has the same limitations as in Claim 15, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 15. 

As for Claim 22, which has the same limitations as in Claim 16, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 16. 

As for Claim 23, which has the same limitations as in Claim 17, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 17. 

As for Claim 24, which has the same limitations as in Claim 18, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 18. 

As for Claim 25, which has the same limitations as in Claim 19, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 19. 
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As for Claim 26, which has the same limitations as in Claims 21 and 24, 
respectively, therefore, it is rejected for the similar set forth in Claims 21and 24, 
respectively. 

As for Claims 27 and 28, which have the same limitations as in Claim 18, 
therefore, it is rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 18. 

As for Claim 29, which has the same limitations as in Claims 19 and 20, 
respectively, therefore, it is rejected for the similar set forth in Claims 1 9 and 20, 
respectively. 

As for Claim 30, which has the same limitations as in Claim 24, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 24. 

As for Claim 31, which has the same limitations as in Claims 19 and 20, 
respectively, therefore, it is rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 19 and 20, 
respectively. 

As for Claim 32, which has the same limitations as in Claim 21, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 21 

As for Claim 33, which has the same limitations as in Claim 22, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 22. 

As for Claim 34, which has the same limitations as in Claim 23, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 23. 

As for Claim 35, which has the same limitations as in Claim 24, therefore, it is 
rejected for the similar set forth in Claim 24. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-35 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

TYLER teaches the calculations that are performed must also provide 
information about the policy as a whole (including all the riders) and about the riders 
individually would read over the teaching out providing venture information from the 
venture company pertaining to the venture company {Column 53 Lines 3-4}. It appears 
that the insurance company would act as the venture company and provides the policy 
the policy information (venture information) relating to the company. 

TYLER teaches the design grid can be a matrix of rows and columns that 
conditionally appear based on the type of product and component data entered would 
read over querying a row of the database to provide a single record of a relationship 
information pertaining to the venture company even if the single record of relationship 
information is not located in a specified row and column of the database {Column 5, 
Lines 63-65}. Each policy in this case would be the venture information that has a 
relationship with the venture company stored in the database. 

TYLER teaches new products are added to an insurance company's product line 
(or if existing products are modified), the computer systems used to sell and process 
such products can not easily be modified for the new product would read over the 
venture company comprises a new business entity that is seeking a relationship with an 
existing business entity {Column 4, Lines 52-56}. Existing products (policy) modifies is 
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also similar to a venture information with a new business entity that is seeking a 
relationship with an existing business entity. 

TYLER teaches the agent can use the design grid to experiment in creating 
proposals best suited for a client, and can easily jump between product types with 
having to reenter information would read over duplicating the single record from a first 
column of the queried row to a second column of the queried row {Column 6, Lines 42- 
46}. 

TYLER teaches the (policies) choices available for selection reflect the structure 
of the insurance products that are sold by the insurance company would read over each 
row of the matrix corresponds to a separate venture company, and wherein each 
column of the matrix corresponds to a separate time interval {Column 6, Lines 22-24}. 
Each separate policy choices would be similar to separate venture company information 
and each column of the matrix corresponds to a separate time interval (life-cycle). 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



No claims are allowed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cang (James) G. Thai whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6499. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM - 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



CGT 

07/11/2005 




JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



